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“An Invitation That Went Astray” 

(Matthew 3:13-17) 

 

In our passage, John the Baptist is giving an invitation to the people of 

Jerusalem and Judea to _________ and be ______________. 

 

John is inviting all kinds of people to get baptized, but when Jesus 

comes, he ________ him. 

 

It’s like John the Baptist suddenly becomes John the _____________! 

 

It’s interesting to see how God uses this ____________________ 

between John and Jesus to show us what it means to be ____________ 

as a follower of Christ. 

 

What it means when we are baptized….. 

#1.- Leaving your old _______ behind. 
 

Whatever we were before, and whatever our plans were before, we’re 

leaving those behind. We now ___________ to God! 

 

When you __________ your life to following Jesus, your commitment 

will be ___________ just as Jesus was! 

 

In your baptism you ________ to your old life and came alive to the 

new life that reflects God’s _________ and God’s __________! 

 

New life in Jesus is not an add-on or an app, or accessory. New life in 

Jesus is an ____________! You give up something in order to get 

something ____________! 

 

#2.- It means making that which has been _______________ and  

        private, public and ___________. 
 

He was to take his ministry out into the _________. He was to be a 

person for ___________. And God calls us to be used in the same way! 

 

 

(over) 

God calls us to use our strengths, our _________, our energy, our 

_________, our money, our _______, our relationships to share God’s 

truth and healing and love right where we are! 

 

God’s calling is not limited by ______, socioeconomic status, gender 

or ability! The only limit on God’s calling is our _______________! 

 

#3.- Jesus is identifying with those he came to _________. 
 

He is making __________ between us and God. He is showing us just 

how far God’s love would go to save His precious children! 

 

What are we willing to _____________ to show our commitment to 

Jesus Christ? 

 

It’s human nature for us to __________ from anyone who does not fit 

our cultural norm. It was Jesus’ nature to reach out to those the rest of 

society ignored or _____________. 

 

Jesus needed to give us an ____________ of a life that is 

______________ aligned with God’s will. 

 

 

 

He needed to show us what it is to go beyond a life that is 

personal and private to one that is public and social in order 

to make Him known to the world! 
 

In his baptism, he identified himself with those he came to 

save. And he asks us to do the same! 
 

 

 


